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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the updated financial 

position of closed peacekeeping missions as at 30 June 2017 contained in document A/72/649.  

Section III of the report also addresses the cash requirements of the Organization and outstanding 

dues from closed missions in net cash deficits. 

 

2. This report covers 29 closed peacekeeping missions. As at 30 June 2017, 24 of them had 

net cash surpluses of $85.3 million, and the remaining five missions had net cash deficits of 

$86.0 million. Pending the receipt of outstanding assessed contributions, $62.9 million is owed 

to troop-contributing countries.     

 

3. During the 66th, 67th and 68th sessions of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General 

made proposals to address the issue of outstanding dues to Member States in respect of 

contingent-owned equipment and letters of assist for closed missions with cash deficits 

(A/66/665, A/67/739 and A/68/666).  The Secretary-General also made proposals to address cash 

issues in active missions, by authorizing temporary cross-borrowing between active missions 

(A/67/739, A/68/666, A/69/659 and A/70/552). As an alternative, the Secretary-General also 

proposed the establishment of a working capital fund for peacekeeping operations (A/68/666, 
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A/69/659 and A/70/552). The Assembly has deferred consideration of these proposals.  

Accordingly, the present report provides a factual update of the financial information presented 

in previous reports (A/68/666, A/69/659, A/70/522 and A/71/652). 

 

4. Cash surpluses are used to alleviate occasional shortfalls in active peacekeeping operations. 

This has been the case in MINURSO (Western Sahara) and UNMIK (Kosovo), and less 

frequently in UNFICYP (Cyprus). Peak borrowings (experienced typically in July and August) 

have declined from $43.0 million in August 2014 to $35.1 million in July 2017. Although 

circumstances have improved in recent years, some active missions, particularly MINURSO and 

UNMIK, are still facing cash shortages owing to outstanding assessments that require temporary 

borrowings from closed peacekeeping missions. The balance of cross-borrowings at the end of 

March 2018 was $22.5 million.     

 

5. The liquidity of active peacekeeping operations is not directly linked to the issue of cash 

surpluses in closed missions.  But, given the liquidity problems faced by some active missions 

(mostly MINURSO and UNMIK), the Secretary-General maintains the proposal presented in 

previous reports that temporary borrowings between active peacekeeping missions --which is 

currently not permitted-- be authorized by the General Assembly.  Should the Assembly not 

authorize such temporary borrowings, the Secretary-General maintains the proposal to establish a 

peacekeeping working capital fund, similar to the one for the programme budget to address the 

cash requirements of active peacekeeping operations.  

 

6. If no new mechanism is approved, the General Assembly is requested to allow the retention 

of the net cash balance of $85.3 million available in 24 closed peacekeeping missions as of 30 

June 2017. 

 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on this item.  
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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the reports of the Secretary-General on the budget 

performance for 2016/17 and the budget for 2018/19 for  the Regional Service Centre in 

Entebbe, Uganda under agenda item 149, as listed in today’s journal.  

 

2. The reports are submitted pursuant to the General Assembly resolution 69/307, by which 

the Assembly decided to give the Regional Service Centre operational and managerial 

independence, and resolution 71/293, by which the Assembly decided to consider at its seventy-

second session the question of the financing of the Regional Service Centre.  

 

3. The Regional Service Centre provides shared services to the participating missions 

including transactions related to human resources, finance, movement and control, personnel and 

cargo transport and communications and information technology support. Centralizing those 

functions means they can be carried out more effectively as a result of process integration, 

specialization, standardization and re-engineering. Clients of the Regional Service Centre 

currently consist of eight peacekeeping operations and seven special political missions. In 
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addition, since November 2016, the Centre is providing payroll services to UNMIL in Liberia, 

UNSMIL in Libya, UNOWAS in Senegal, the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission and 

UNIOGBIS in Guinea-Bissau. 

 

4. The Centre has been seeking to standardize administrative processes and was particularly 

involved in the implementation of Umoja, most recently the deployment of cluster 5 and the 

launch of the Umoja asset and property management modules, as well as participating in the 

supply chain management initiative to implement the East African corridor project.  

 

5. For the 2018/19 period, the Regional Service Centre proposed to reorganize its structure to 

provide more customer-centric, standardized, timely and quality services to end users.  

 

6. The proposed 2018/19 budget amounts to $35.2 million, an increase of 6.7 per cent 

compared to the approved resources for 2017/18. The increase is primarily attributable to civilian 

personnel, mainly due to the application of lower vacancy rates for international staff and United 

Nations Volunteers, partly offset by the net reduction of 19 posts and positions.  

 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on this item.  


